Alabama Solar Association  (ASA) P.O. Box 143, Huntsville, Alabama 35804
www.al-solar.org
Established to Promote the Use of Our Sun’s Renewab _ le Energy to Preserve Our Environment

It's summertime, and
everything is growing.
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It's summertime. “Think August 24" ~ 26" will be the Summer concludes with two
Green, Save some Green,” 2010 Green Building Expo and  excellent courses offered by Half
says your PR Director Kay  Conference in Birmingham Moon Seminars. Morton will teach
Detter. | have to agree. (www.greenbuildingfocus.com). the “Solar Energy Course for

The Birmingham Chapter of the  Architects, Engineers and

The second annual Green U American Institute of Architects  Contractors” in Huntsville on

is scheduled for Saturday,

th ] will use the event to present September 21°. Architects and
August 28" at the Huntsville . : ) . )
. .- their 2010 design awards to professional engineers will offer
Botanical Gardens. ASA will . . . .
recognize excellence in Low Impact Development (LID)” in

be participating with a solar
display and information,
solar car races and the
recycling game for kids, a
lecture on “Harnessing
Solar Power,” and more.
Come join us.

architectural design by member  Birmingham on September 29",
architects. The awards increase Learn more at their website
awareness of outstanding www.halfmoonseminars.com.
architecture and honors those
architects, clients, consultants
and contractors who work
together to improve the

Summer gives us lots of green
opportunities. What will you do?

environment.
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Twelve Ways to Save Energy-Number 2

According to Wikipedia.com, “Supply and
demand is an economic model of price
determination in a market. It concludes that
in a competitive market, price will function to
equalize the quantity demanded by
consumers, and the quantity supplied by
producers, resulting in an economic
equilibrium of price and quantity.”

The trick to understanding the law of
supply and demand is to think long term. We
have become a society of instant
gratification, and we are not used to thinking
of the future. Oh yeah, we get a six-year car
loan and a 30-year mortgage, but only
because that's the only way we can afford
these big-ticket items.

Most of us have limited resources. When
prices go up, we tend to consume less. This
demand reduction lets supplies gradually
rise until sellers are forced to reduce prices.

The United States had a hard lesson in
supply and demand in 1973. OPEC (The
Organization of Petroleum Exporting
Countries) decided to drastically cut supply,
and prices skyrocketed. Worse, we

discovered that gas simply was not
available at any price. Many dealers had
to ration what gas was available, and
drivers began to drive more
conservatively. The 55 mile-per-hour
National speed limit was born, and car
pools became popular. Sales of smaller,
more efficient foreign cars soared, and
American manufacturers raced to build US
models to compete. Then we forgot.
When Hurricane Katrina hit the Gulf, oil
rigs shut down, supplies diminished, and
gas prices skyrocketed on fear of the
unknown. Gasoline hit four bucks a gallon
and people panicked. But the high
gasoline cost was just the tip of the
proverbial iceberg. We saw high gas
prices in big numbers on every street
corner. What we were ignoring, however,
was the underlying problems, which, like
90 percent of the iceberg, are not
immediately visible. These include the
rising demand for oil in China and India, oll
needed for increasing demand for plastics,
oil being used for lubrication, increasing

health problems associated with
fossil fuel discharges, and many
others. Imagine the US economy,
represented by a ship looking like
the 1912 luxury liner Titanic,
sailing well clear of the tip of the
iceberg but dangerously close to
the underlying 90 percent. We are
sailing blindly into the 21st
Century with early 20th Century
technology and attitudes not
seeing most of the problem hidden
below the surface, and ignoring
the sunshine and wind assets
above us.

How can we make the law of
supply and demand work for us?

We all use energy every day.
We know that we can reduce
energy use 15 to 25 percent just
by being careful and planning
ahead. If we are willing to accept a
few lifestyle changes, we can
easily save 50 percent or more.
Reducing consumption through
conservation will causes energy
prices to drop.

How will you use the Law of
Supply and Demand?

Check out your Board of Directors and other people
Alabama in the “About Us” section of our webpage,

who help promote a “green” lifestyle in
www.AL-Solar.org
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Solar Happenings:
Check them out in your area.
Thursday, August 19, 2010, noon, ASA BoD September 21, 2010, The Solar “...a passion to

meeting at Southern Solar Systems, Huntsville,
visitors welcome

Tuesday ~ Thursday, August 24 ~ 26, 2010,
Green Building Expo and Conference in
Birmingham (www.greenbuildingfocus.com).

Saturday, August 28, 2010, Green U: A Festival
for the Environment, Huntsville Botanical
Gardens, http://greenualabama.com/

Thursday, September 16, 2010, noon, ASA BoD
meeting at Southern Solar Systems, Huntsville,
visitors welcome

Energy Course for Architects,
Engineers, and Contractors by Morton,
Kay, and Walt, Huntsville,
www.halfmoonseminars.com
September 29, 2010, Low Impact
Development (LID) in Birmingham,
www.halfmoonseminars.com

Saturday & Sunday, October 2 — 3,
2010, Annual Solar Tour, across
Alabama

Please let us know what is
happening in your area.

improve and expand
all renewable energy
technologies.”




Solarites

August, 2010

Summerdale,
Alabama,
(Mobile Area)
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Got Sun? Make Energy!
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US Renewable & Efficient Energy
R. Todd Menzies
6740 Brittany Place
Pinson, AL 35126
205-368-0544

www.usrenewableandefficientenergy.com

Would you rather have your Sundial
via electrons or printed on dead trees?

ASA was established to promote the use of
our Sun’s renewable energy to preserve our
environment. One important way is to recycle
things such as paper newsletters rather than
throwing them away. Actually, recycling is our
third best choice. Second best is to reuse.
Unfortunately, there’re not many ways to reuse
paper printed on both sides. The very best
choice then, is to reduce, or to not use paper
at all.

The Sundial is now on our website (www.al-
solar.org). You can read everything online. It
will be prettier (paper versions are now not in
color), it will be faster than waiting for the US
Mail, and it will be much more environmentally
friendly.

Alabama Solar

Association
P.O. Box 143
Huntsville, Alabama 35804

www.al-solar.org
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