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You Are My 
Sunshine,  
President’s 
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page 2. 
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     “Green” makes sense to 
me, but where do I start? 
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How can we harness the 
power of the sun? 

There is enough sunshine 
reaching the surface of the 
earth in five seconds of a 
typical day to meet the 
entire world’s power needs 
all day long. Even the fossil 
fuels came originally from 
the sun. it just makes sense 
to go direct to the source 
now, as oil is running out 
and coal is becoming harder 
to safely extract from the 
ground. 
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Natural gas seems to be a clean 
fossil fuel, but is it really? 
Natural gas comes from atop 
pockets of crude oil deep inside 
the earth. It is the force that is 
pushing all the crude from the 
failed well into the Gulf of 
Mexico and fowling our beautiful 
beaches.  Gas has to be 
extracted, separated from the 
crude, transported to where we 
need it, and pumped into our 
homes and businesses. Even 
when we burn it, it releases 
carbon dioxide. The carbon 
footprint is huge. 

Solar domestic hot water systems 
are a mature technology. They can 
meet our hot water requirements 
most of the year and have a quick 
payback. They can heat rooms in 
the winter and extend the season of 
swimming pools. 

Photovoltaics are rapidly maturing.  
Traditional silicon cells are 
becoming cheaper by the day, and 
new thin-film and paint-on 
technologies are developing rapidly. 

See what the sun can do for you. 

�����������������������
 Morton@AL-Solar.org

 
You are my 
sunshine, 
my only 
sunshine. 
 

 



 

 

������������������������� ������� �
  

�����!�������
�

�
�

�������� � � ��	� 
����� 	�	��
� 	����	�� ��� ���	�� ���� �
�
��	� ���� ��� �	�
� ���	��	�� � ������� ��	� ��
�� ��	� ���� � ��
�	�
� �������� � �������� ���	��

� ��� ��	� ���� ��� ��	�
���������	� ���
�� �����	� 
����	
	�������������	���	� �����������

���� ���	���� ��� 
���� ���	��	� �	���	�� ���� ��	�
� ���	 �� ����
�	�����������	����	������
�
��������  �	������!� � "�	�	� ��� ��	� ���#� � ��� 
��� �		� � �#� � $�� ���
�	�	� ���	� ��� 
���� ��� ���� ������ ������ ��� ����� ���� �� ���	� ��

� ���
��	� ��
�� ���
�� 
��� �	�


� �	� ��������� ���	��

� ��� � �	� ���#� �%���

������	��������	�
�����	����	���
���	���������	��� ���
������	
�����&����������	�����	��	��
���	
	�������
#���	�'��������	��	�	�����������
���
 	�������������������
�
���������� ��� (�)��� ��	� �������	� �	��		�� ��	� ���� ���� &���� � ��� *+�*,-�---� ��
	��� ����

����� ����	
�� ��� �� ��		�� ��� ./,�---� ��
	�� �	�� �	���� �� �0���� �������� ��	�	� ���� ������� �	�
������
��
��	�����
����������	��
������������	
���� ����	��������	���������	������
���	��		��

�����
�	���	�����
	����!��
speed

distance
time= �

�

1
���������	���������
�	���������	������
����	��	�! ��
secondper  miles 000,186

miles 000,960,92
=time �

�
2������
��
������	��	����*+*,----�����3����./,---�� ��4�����"��������
����	�#��5�������
���	��
���	������ �
��	� ���6**�7/6*8� �	�	������ ��� ���� ���
� ������� 
���� ��
��
����� ���� ����
�
���
9�������������	���	�	���	'

��������

����8--������ �������	�
	�����������	� ����	����� ���������
���	�� 
����� 
	������ ��	� ���� ��� �	���� 	������ � ��� ��� �	��� ����� ����	�� ����� �	������ ���
�����	��� 	��	�� ��� 
���� ��
��
����� � �8--�� � �3�� � �,-� � � �4�� �� � ���� 
��� �	�� /�:::::::#�� ����� ���
/� . ; : ������	�����/������	������+-��	�������
�

<�������	������	=�����	>�

��	
��
���
�� ���� ���� �� ��������������������� � ���� ������ � ����� � ��� �



 

 

�������� ����� " ���� ��
�

$����
���
	���	��/������	���
���������	
���������	�
���� ��� ��
��� ��

	������ ��� 	����� ���� ���
����	��	�����	
	������
�	�	��
���)������
���������
���	��	��������
������������	����������	���
�����

��������	������������������
��������


����
���	�
��������������	�	���	���������/������	������+-�
�	������ ����� � $�� ��	� 
	����� ��� ���	� ����� ���
���	����	����
������������	
����	��������	�	�����
�����	�� +� �	��		��� � ?	����	� �	� ���'�� �		
� ��	�
	����� �������� ��	� ���� ���	���� ��� ���	� �������
��	� ��
� �
� ���� �	��		��� � ����� ��� �	����	�� ���

������ ��� ��	� ����	� ��� ��	� ��������
��	� ���� ���	�� ����� 8+@� ��� ��	�
����������� ��� 8-@�� �� ������ ��� +@���
5��� ���� �����=����	�+@���� ��	� ��
�
�
�
������������	�������	������
�����������	
������ ������'��
	������

�
%��	����	����������	����A�����
�
�
�)�	�	��������
� �

� ������������	������ �



 

 

������������������������� ������� �
  

�����#�������
�

�
          
�
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
������������	
��
������������������������� � ���������������������	����������� � ���������������������	���
�� �
���������������
����� �  
�����������!��������� � "
����#�
�$� ������	
��	
������	��� �
���%����	
��
����&�$���
������ ���	��� � '
��������������	
���������	��� � ����������$����������
�(�����	��� �
�
%���"����'���
���� � ����������$���)���������������� � �����" *���
����� ��+,- *-,. *,/.0 �
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     Follow my blog to find at least a dozen 
ways to cut your energy use 25 to 75 
percent  while reducing your carbon footprint 
by at least that much.  Consider : 
     “I want to live off the grid,” says the 
idealistic homeowner. 
     “Cut your energy use in half and come 
back to see me,” responds the ASA Solarite 
and renown solar installer. 
     “I never hear from most of them,” he tells 
us, “but a few come back to get a design.” 
     In fact, you can cut your energy use and 
your carbon footprint by 15 to 25 percent 
without significant lifestyle changes just by 
eliminating waste. If you are willing to accept 
a more austere lifestyle, you can reduce 
your needs by up to 75 percent. 
     In the series of blogs, we’ll examine why 
you should care about your carbon footprint 
and look at the following dozen solutions: 
      1. Plan ahead to take advantage of 
many energy saving opportunities.. 
      2. Understand the law of supply and 
demand. It drives prices in a free-market 
society. Politicians can force temporary 

Twelve ways to save energy and reduce your carbon f ootprint:  

 
Saturday, June 19, 2010, 10 AM to 4 PM, Solar 
Day Celebration at the Huntsville Botanical 
Gardens 
 
Tuesday, June 22. 2010, 6 PM, HATS 
Professional of the Year Dinner honoring Steve 
Archibald as the 2010 Alabama Solar 
Professional of the Year, Huntsville, 
www.hats.org  
 
Tuesday, June 29, 2010, ASES Solar Electric 
Division webinar, free, on the Internet. 
 
Thursday, July 15, 2010, noon, BoD Meeting 
open to all members, Southern Solar Systems, 
Huntsville, Brown Bag Lunch. 

Solar Happenings: 
Check them out in your area. 

“…a passion to 
improve and expand 
all renewable�energy 
technologies.” 

restrictions trying to control prices or to 
prop up one market segment, but 
consumers will eventually bring balance to 
the scales. 
     3. Plug into renewable energy; it’s 
going to be the least expensive in the long 
run, and it certainly has less carbon. 
      4. Avoid disposable plastic bags. Each 
day we use 14 billion plastic bags across 
the Earth made from 55 million barrels of 
crude oil. BYOB, Bring Your Own 
(reusable) Bags shopping. 
     5. Drive smarter; slow down, car pool, 
use public transit, and combine trips.  Of 
course Alabama public transit options are 
limited. but  bike racks on Huntsville 
busses are a huge help. Car pools offer 
excellent breaks from driving and chances 
for social interaction. How many one-per-
vehicle transports do you see? 
     6. Bike or walk to work or for local 
errands. Short drives use the most fuel 
and spread the most carbon. 
     7. Shed some pounds; unload 
unnecessary weight from vehicles. 

 
September 21, 2010, The Solar 
Energy Course for Architects, 
Engineers, and Contractors by Morton, 
Kay, and Walt, Huntsville, 
www.halfmoonseminars.com  
 
Saturday & Sunday, October 2 – 3, 
2010, Annual Solar Tour, across 
Alabama 
 
Tuesday & Wednesday, October 13 – 
14, 2010, Birmingham Botanical 
Gardens, www.bbgardens.org 
 
Please let us know what is 
happening in your area. 

Consider how hard it is for you to 
climb stairs carrying heavy bags, 
and compare to your vehicle going 
uphill 
      8. Recycle if you must, but first 
reduce and reuse. 
     9. Buy less stuff. Watch The 
Story of Stuff video online. 
    10. Use LED or compact 
fluorescent lamps to save energy 
and reduce heat load on the AC. 
     11. Buy or build EnergyStar®, 
despite flaws, it’s the best 
“yardstick”  
     12. Tap the power of Mother 
Earth—geothermal.  
     Read more as we develop 

each idea fully.             ������  
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Check out your Board of Directors and other people who help promote a “green” lifest yle in 
Alabama in the “About Us” section of our webpage, www.AL-Solar.org .  



 

Solarites              June, 2010         	�
�����
����  
 

Summerdale, 
Alabama, 

(Mobile Area) 
251-981-8441 

www.acmesolarworks.net 
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Huntsville 

Kay@HSVgreen.com  
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Got Sun? Make Energy! 
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US Renewable & Efficient Energy 
R. Todd Menzies 

6740 Brittany Place 
Pinson, AL 35126 

205-368-0544  
www.usrenewableandefficientenergy.com  
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Alabama Solar Association 
P.O. Box 143 
Huntsville, Alabama 35804 
www.al-solar.org 

Would you rather have your Sundial 
via electrons or printed on dead trees? 
 
ASA was established to promote the use of 
our Sun’s renewable energy to preserve our 
environment.  One important way is to recycle 
things such as paper newsletters rather than 
throwing them away.  Actually, recycling is our 
third best choice.  Second best is to reuse.  
Unfortunately, there’re not many ways to reuse 
paper printed on both sides.  The very best 
choice then, is to reduce, or to not use paper 
at all. 
 
The Sundial is now on our website (www.al-
solar.org).  You can read everything online.  It 
will be prettier (paper versions are now not in 
color), it will be faster than waiting for the US 
Mail, and it will be much more environmentally 
friendly. 
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