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@ @ President Obama signed an new buildings be designed  businesses to follow suit.

Executive Order directing

~ A hat all buildi to meet the Silver level of At least one ASA Solarite

Lat a Govirnment ul 'n%S LEED. “Horizontal has been asked to help
2e ”et'_T_‘;rO or inergy USE DY construction” such as designers meet LEED
Inos?t)gl.latioﬁ Il\Jllinarg;r(]e)ninent roads and airfields must Silver with renewable

If not the Waxman- . be designed to energy sources.
CO”‘F"a”F’ has interpreted “incorporate Sustainable Stay tuned, folks.

Markey bill, then what can :Re dlreCt;Vbe to_ mean tthat ¢ Design and Deve|0pment .

. €y must begin Now 10 MEeL o atyres to the maximum

we do about choking on the 2030 deadline. The Army /10 possible.”

our own pollution? Corps of Englngers has What does this mean
prepared guidelines for to ASA members?

designers of Army buildings
including older facilities
under a major renovation.

In a January 2006
memorandum, the Secretary
of the Army directed that all

Perhaps a lot. Pointing to
our Government as
leading the path to
sustainability will make it
easier to convince
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High utility bills got you down? Use
Earth Day-40 to learn how to shave
costs. ASA’s newest Solarite, US
Renewable & Efficient Energy, can
point you in the right direction.

“You want to live off-grid?” asks
another Alabama Solarite. “Cut your
total energy consumption in half, and
then come back to see me.” Most
never show up again, but some do.

The Warren House in Hoover
(pictured below, more at www.al-
solar.org/photos/#Warren) is a great
example of what an energy audit can
do. The picture clearly shows the
modest 4-KW PV array and the solar
hot water heater panels on the roof,
but the real story does not show.
Buried under the front lawn are three
180-deep geothermal wells. Had he
just converted this old house to
geothermal heating and cooling, there
would have been four wells, one for
each ton of HVAC required. The way
they eliminated the fourth borehole is
the real success story.

The Warren house was built in
1962 when energy was cheap and the
future didn’t seem to matter. It was a
typical 60’s tri-level home with lots of
leaks. An energy audit showed a lot
of energy-saving opportunities just by
sealing the building envelope. He
replaced the roof with EnergyStar®
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It's Earth Day again. What
have you done in the last
365 days to help future
generations? As a means
of identification, are you part
of the solution or are you
part of the problem?
You're Your Alabama Solar
looking a Association has more than
bit worse doubled in size and activity
for wear in the past year. New
this year, vqun.tee.rs are bre.a_th|r’1g
. new life into Al Orillion’s
but help is 1990 vision of an
on the way. | organization “Established to
Promote the Use of Our
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standing-seam metal roofing. He
added insulation to the attic and
dense-packed the voids in the walls.
He added under-floor bat insulation
and sprayed foam around wall
penetrations. He sealed all the leaks
he could find.

He had already saved 25 percent
on his energy bill, but wait! There’s
more! He replaced the aging
appliances with EnergyStar® models.
He replaced incandescent light bulbs
with compact fluorescent lamps.
Today he might have replaced many
of the CFLs with LED lights and
reduced demand even more.

You can do an energy audit
yourself using the EnergyStar® Home
Energy Yardstick on the DoE website
(www.energystar.gov). All you need is
your last 12 months’ bills, a few facts
about your home, and access to the
Internet.

If you want to know more details
about how you can save, hire a pro.
ASA Solarite Todd Menzies is a
HERS (Home Energy Rating System)
rater with a lot of experience in
Alabama. HERS gives your home a
rating of 0 to 100. A perfect
theoretical rating of “0” would be a
home that uses no energy. A rating of
“85” currently earns you an
EnergyStar® label. Most Alabama
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Sun’s Renewable Energy to
Preserve Our Environment.”
Last month we focused on what
our children are doing. This
month, let’'s consider what our
generation can do to clean up
our own mess.

Solar technology is not new.
Many of the passive solar
techniques go back to the days
of the caveman. Any of us that
ever swam in a lake or ocean
knows how well the sun can
heat water. Photovoltaics can
be traced back to 1839. It's time
to take these inventions, find a
way around all the excuses, and

homes built to current building
codes rate off the scale at about
130. “Built to code is actually an
‘F,” explains Todd.

Another advantage of an energy
audit is that you can take it to the
bank—literally. An energy audit
allows you to qualify for an energy
improvement mortgage. Some
states require an audit to qualify for
state energy credits. When
Alabama joins most of the other
states in offering energy tax credits,
look for an energy audit to be part of
the deal.

Alabama has 3,236 EnergyStar®
homes, more than half of which
were built in the last 15 months. We
join nine stated for the dubious
honor of less than 3 percent
EnergyStar® rated. We have a long
way to go.

*

move Alabama forward in the path
toward clean energy free of the
entanglements of foreign politics.

Last century, Alabama scientists put
12 men on the moon and brought
them all back safely. This century,
let’'s use our power to reverse the
destructive linear process of build
it—buy it—break it—trash it. Let’s
change into a lean and green cycle
of using only what we can renew.

Let’s stop beating up on Mother
Earth and think more about how she
will support our children and
grandchildren.

Morton@AL-Solar.org
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Know Your Directors

Your new treasurer, Douglas “Doug”
Elgin has long had an interest in using
solar energy to improve quality of life
and reduce our impact on the planet.
He brings 39 years experience in the
defense-oriented aerospace industry.
He holds a Bachelor of Science degree
in Electrical Engineering and a Master
of Business Administration degree with
a specialty in Investment and Finance.
Doug is also serving as the treasurer
his church and is presenting training to
the treasurers of many other North
Alabama churches.

Doug has been quick to put his
teaching and training experience to
work. He and Kay Detter have been
working hard to plan the ASA presence
at the Earth Day Celebration in Big
Cove Saturday, AOpril 17th. He also
plans to help teach the technical
classes we hold each quarter.

Walt Muller also brings a wealth of

Tech. His degree was a special blend
of mechanical, electrical and chemical
engineering.

Walt is experienced in motivating
teams to finish complex tasks on time
and within budget; he has a personal
interest in advancing our distance-
based meeting and decision making
capabilities. ASES has made
available GoMeeting software
capabilities, but none of us has yet

from Dauphin Island or Dothan
as they can from South
Huntsville.

We still urgently need a
Membership Director and a
Newsletter Editor. Candidates
do not need a lot of knowledge
solar or renewable energy;
they only need motivat. Do
you know anyone willing to

: . . . : give ita try?

experience as your Education Director.  figured out how to use it. When Walt

He holds a Bachelor of Science degree  gets this powerful tool working, ASA

in Textile Engineering from Georgia members can participate as easily 8 9
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Solar Happenings:
Check them out in your area. Professional of the Year, Huntsville,

Thursday, April 15, 2010, use tax day to learn www.hats.org

how to reduce your taxes, webinar, “Make

sustainability part of your career,”

www.sustainabilityconsulting.com/ Saturday & Sunday, October 2 -3,

2010, Annual Solar Tour, across
Saturday, April 17, 2010, 10:30 AM, Earth Day- Alabama “...a passion to

40 at the Hayes Nature Preserve, Huntsville.

Bring the family.

Thursday, April 22, 2010, 7 - 8 PM, Celebrate

Tuesday & Wednesday, October 13 —

14, 2010, Birmingham Botanical
Gardens, www.bbgardens.org

improve and expand
all renewable energy
technologies.”

the 40" Annual Earth Day learning to seal your
building envelope to save money and energy,
Southern Solar Systems, Huntsville

Thursday, May 20, 2010, noon, ASA BoD
meeting at Southern Solar Systems, Huntsville,
visitors welcome

Tuesday, June 22. 2010, 6 PM, HATS
Professional of the Year Dinner honoring Steve
Archibald as the 2010 Alabama Solar

October or November 2010, The Solar
Energy Course for Architects,
Engineers, and Contractors by Morton,
Kay, and Walt, Huntsville,
www.halfmoonseminars.com

Please let us know what is
happening in your area.
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Got Sun? Make Energy!
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US Renewable & Efficient Energy
R. Todd Menzies
6740 Brittany Place
Pinson, AL 35126
205-368-0544

www.usrenewableandefficientenergy.com

Would you rather have your Sundial
via electrons or printed on dead trees?

ASA was established to promote the use of
our Sun’s renewable energy to preserve our
environment. One important way is to recycle
things such as paper newsletters rather than
throwing them away. Actually, recycling is our
third best choice. Second best is to reuse.
Unfortunately, there’re not many ways to reuse
paper printed on both sides. The very best
choice then, is to reduce, or to not use paper
at all.

The Sundial is now on our website (www.al-
solar.org). You can read everything online. It
will be prettier (paper versions are now not in
color), it will be faster than waiting for the US
Mail, and it will be much more environmentally
friendly.

Alabama Solar

Association
P.O. Box 143
Huntsville, Alabama 35804

www.al-solar.org
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