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     For as many as half our 5,116 
visitors in the first three weeks of 
January, 2010, we don’t know.  
Perhaps they were curious, or maybe 
they just stumbled onto us by 
accident.  Apparently they found 
nothing there worth another mouse 
click.  But many did choose to see 
what ASA is all about. 
     But for more than 2,000, they 
seemed to be looking for a solar 
professional to help them become 
more “green” or perhaps just to see 
what they had done for other clients.  
January was a good month to visit the 
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Ever notice how 
many newsletter 
articles are 
signed by 
Morton?  Our 
national 
headquarters 
calls us 
“Alabama, The 
One-Man Band,” 
and they’re not 
far from the truth. 

As much as I enjoy teaching, making 
speeches, and writing about energy 
opportunities, I can’t and shouldn’t do 
everything. 
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Some folks say I’m a genius.  Well, 
actually, they say if one learns by 
making mistakes, Morton must be a 
genius by now, for I’ve made plenty of 
mistakes.  I certainly don’t pretend to 
know everything about everything, so I 
should not be the only one contributing 
to the ASA program. 

Make it your New Year’s resolution to 
get more involved in your Alabama Solar 
Association.  It can be as simple as 
asking your neighbors and coworkers to 
join our quest for renewable energy.  
Consider writing an article for our 
newsletter or at least suggest subjects 
for us.  Attend our quarterly meetings 
and bring someone along. 

Don’t have time to volunteer for one of 
our vacant positions?  That’s OK, 
neither do the rest of us, but we make 
the time for what is important in our 
life.  What could possibly be more 
important than our future?  If you can 
manage to find just six hours per 
month, you can be a tremendous help 
to our beleaguered volunteers.  Check 
out our position vacancies and join us. 

Someone once said, everybody 
should do something, lead, follow, or 
get out of the way.  What is your role 
for 2010? 

Morton@AL-Solar.org  
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     We all looked forward to the 
Huntsville Botanical Garden’s first 
ever “Green U,” a “Festival for the 
Environment.”  We were anxious to 
show how the awesome power of our 
star could provide renewable power. 
     Disappointed as we were, the sun 
did not let us down.  Our sun is always 
up there working for us, even when 
we can’t see it.  The sun was up there 
September 26th, but we didn’t see 
much of it.  It was hidden by the thick 
rain clouds overhead. 
     The rain began in earnest by mid-
morning.  By noon, our tent was 
flooded and we had to beat a hasty 

retreat.  It seemed like an abject 
failure, but was it? 
     The sun lifted over a million 
gallons of water from the Gulf of 
Mexico.  Solar-induced wind 
pushed the moisture over 400 
miles to the Gardens.  When the 
moisture-laden clouds built to a 
thickness of over 4,000 feet, 
gravity took over and dropped 
the water onto our festival. 
     About half of that flowed into 
the Tennessee River and 
Wheeler Dam to help TVA 
provide grid power.  The rest 

combined with the CO2 in our air to use 
tomorrow’s sunshine to grow plants and 
produce oxygen.     
     Sometimes you get radiation to generate 
photovoltaic currents, sometimes you get 
hydropower, but the power of the sun is 
always there. 
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Get more 
involved! 

Solarites page, as we just added two 
new ones.  There are now ten 
professional ASA members from 
Huntsville to Mobile to Dothan and 
even down into Central Florida. 
     Next they seemed to be very 
interested in the ASA volunteers.  
Over 1,600 clicked on our directors’ 
page, and many of those contacted us 
directly with more questions.  We will 
soon be adding the duties of each 
director position and the biographies 
of those now holding the job. 
     Newsletters were also a popular 
destination.  We are working on a�

better way to archive and retrieve 
technical information we have 
published. 
     Visit our website and see for 
yourself. 
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Your Alabama Solar Association Officers are here to  serve you. 
President Morton Archibald morton@AL-Solar.org  256-658-5189 
Vice-President Erwin Simon erwin@AL-Solar.org  256-883-8363 
Secretary Al Orillion agorillion@juno.com 256-883-8363 
Tresurer Vacant  Please Volunteer.  
Public Relations Director Kay Detter PR@AL-Solar.org   
Membership Director Vacant  Please Volunteer.  
Technical Director Larry Bradford larry.bradford@energy-eng.net 256-650-5122 
Program Director Vacant  Please Volunteer.  
Information Director Steve Archibald steve@AL-Solar.org   
Newsletter Editor Vacant  Please Volunteer.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Two new Solarites: 
     Alabama Solar Association is 
pleased to add two new Solarites to its 
membership base.  Solarites are those 
professional members who support our 
vision of utilizing the sun’s renewable 
energy to preserve our environment.  
Both are consultants, each coming 
from a different locate and background 
and bringing different passions to ASA. 
     Kay Detter, ASA’s Public Relations 
Director, has founded HSVgreen.com  
(www.hsvgreen.com) to advise 
Alabama homeowners on how to live a 
“green” lifestyle and save money as 
you save the planet. 
     Kay firmly believes that we all 
should RECYCLE—but only as a last 
resort.  Better than recycling is REUSE, 
a concept advocated by The Freecycle 
Network (www.freecycle.org), a non-
profit organization that helps you find a 

Saturday, February 6, 2010, 9 AM – noon, 
Boy Scouts Recycle for Meals on Wheels, 
Latham Methodist Church, 109 Weatherly 
Road, Huntsville 

Thursday, February 18, 2010, noon. ASA BoD 
Meeting—visitors welcome, Southern Solar 
Systems, 11807 S. Memorial Pky, Huntsville 

Thursday, March 18, 2010, noon. ASA BoD 
Meeting—visitors welcome, Southern Solar 
Systems, 11807 S. Memorial Pky, Huntsville 

Thursday, March 18, 2010, 6 – 7 PM, ASA 
Quarterly meeting on Sealing the Building 
Envelope at Lowe’s on South Memorial 
Parkway in Huntsville.  Professional 
Engineers earn 1 PDH. 

Solar Happenings: 
Check them out in your area. 

“…a passion to 
improve and expand 
all renewable energy 
technologies.” 

new home for things you no longer 
need or find a free item someone 
else doesn’t want.  It keeps things out 
of the landfill while saving money. 
      Better than either recycling or 
reusing is to REDUCE consumption 
of disposable products in the first 
place.  Think ahead—wherever 
possible, avoid creating the need to 
REUSE or RECYCLE.  Make an 
effort to REDUCE the consumption of 
products that will immaturely hit the 
landfills or recycling plants.  Kay’s 
Green Irene store offers a variety of 
items from a waste-free lunch kit to 
stainless steel water bottles and 
much more. 
     Global Market Consultants, Inc. 
(GMC, www.gmarketc.com) provides 
entities far reaching support through 
its services across multiple worldwide 
markets and industries.  Based in 
Clearwater, Florida, GMC is an 

Thursday, April 29, 2010, noon, Alabama 
Power Lunch 'n Learn, Birmingham 

May 17 – 22, 2010, 39th Annual American 
Solar Energy Society conference in 
Phoenix 

Tuesday, June 22, 2010, evening, HATS 
Professional of the Year Dinner, 
Huntsville 

Saturday and Sunday, October 2 & 3, 
2010, Annual Solar Tour all across 
Alabama. 

See more events on our website 
calendar, http://al-
solar.org/calendar.shtml 
 
Please let us know what is 
happening in your area. 

exceptional market research and 
consultancy firm.  They have 
developed market entry strategies 
for companies and not-for-profits 
in a variety of industries. 
     GMC’s extensive work in the 
solar energy field includes in-
depth analysis and strategy of the 
Concentrated Solar Power (CSP) 
market, comprehensive 
assessment and strategy of the 
photovoltaic market, and detailed 
analysis and strategy for 
implementing Feed-In Tariffs 
(FIT).  Their “green” division, the 
Eco Group, has excellent white 
papers and blogs at 
www.ecogrp.com. 
     Whether your needs are at 
home or around the world, check 
out the help available to you from 
your ASA Solarites. 
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Solarites              January, 2010         ����
��������  
Sun Plans Inc.     251-341-0509 
Debra Rucker Coleman, Architect 
18250 Tanner Rd., Citronelle, AL 36522 

 
Interest08@sunplans.com   

Summerdale, Alabama 
(Mobile Area) 
251-981-8441 

Capture the Gulf sunshine! 
http://www.acmesolarworks.net/ 

Affordable Solar Hot Water and Power LLC 
Barton Craig McManus 
P.O. Box 375, Dothan, AL 36302 
334-828-1024 
e-mail:  asolarpro@gmail.com  
web:  http://www.asolarpro.com  

Reisz Engineers 
3322 Memorial Parkway S., Huntsville, AL 35807 

256-883-2531 
http://www.reiszengineers.com/  

Gulf Coast Solar, Inc. ,  
251-751-8723 
Mark Friedline 
Gulf Coast Solar, Inc. 
Mobile, AL 
gulfcoastsolar@bellsouth.net  

 
11807 South Memorial Parkway, Huntsville, AL 35803 
256-883-9848       http://www.southernsolarsys.com  
Southern Solar has what it takes to solve your energy needs 

Green Works               205 -919-6231 
Stephen Guesman, Greenworks@juno.com   

�  New Home Designs & Reviews 
�  Home Energy Performance Clinics 
�  Passive and Active Solar Applications 

              
 Providing Exceptional Solutions 

Global Market Consultants, Inc. 
www.gmarketc.com 

 
  

  

Alabama Solar 
Association 
P.O. Box 143 
Huntsville, Alabama 35804 
www.al-solar.org 

Would you rather have your Sundial 
via electrons or printed on dead trees? 
 
ASA was established to promote the use of 
our Sun’s renewable energy to preserve our 
environment.  One important way is to recycle 
things such as paper newsletters rather than 
throwing them away.  Actually, recycling is our 
third best choice.  Second best is to reuse.  
Unfortunately, there’re not many ways to reuse 
paper printed on both sides.  The very best 
choice then, is to reduce, or to not use paper 
at all. 
 
The Sundial is now on our website (www.al-
solar.org).  You can read everything online.  It 
will be prettier (paper versions are now not in 
color), it will be faster than waiting for the US 
Mail, and it will be much more environmentally 
friendly. 
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