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Various laws 
will save 
Alabamians 
money and 
reduce 
pollution while 
leaving a 
brighter future 
for our 
grandkids.  
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Alabama Solar Association (ASA) P.O. Box 143 , Huntsville, Alabama  35804 
www.al-solar.org  

    Established to Promote the Use of Our Sun’s Renewab le Energy to Preserve Our Environment  
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������� Alabama Solar 
Association 
welcomes six new 
members:  Kay L. 
Detter of Madison, 
Debbie Reynolds of 
Glencoe, Leroy 
Cowden of Anniston, 
Terry Carlisle of 
Deatsville, Carlton 
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Jones, and Ken 
Elkins of Glencoe.  
     Who can you 
enlist to help ASA 
promote renewable 
energy? 
 
 
Morton 
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The Emergency Economic 
Stabilization Act of 2008 (the Bailout 
Bill) had some good news for people 
planning renewable energy projects. 

A homeowner in Royal, Alabama, built 
this impressive house to be super 
energy efficient.  He made the walls 
out of straw bales, installed small, 
energy-efficient windows, and 

2008 Bailout Bill Extends Tax Credits. 
�

Who will be the 2009 
Alabama Solar 
Professional of the Year? 

I had that honor last year.  
Larry Bradford was 
chosen for 2007.  ASA 
founder Al Orillion is 
another past honoree.  
You must decide who has 
best helped Alabama to 
move forward in 
renewable energy efforts 
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designed the home to be off the grid. 

He used the 2006 Investment Tax 
Credits, initially to expire in 2007, to 
install a powerful array of solar panels.  
Later legislation extended the credits 
through 2008.  We all hoped to see 
this extended further.  EESA extended 
the credits eight years through 2016. 

for 2009. 

Our Solar PoY should be 
someone who has 
demonstrated excellence 
in renewable energy work 
and activity that produce 
broad and beneficial 
technical, scientific, social 
or economic 
consequences for 
Alabama. This excellence 
must be exemplified in his 

or her workplace, in the 
Alabama Solar Association. 

The best HATS 
(www.hats.org) PoY will be 
selected for the prestigious 
Moquin award.   

We will call for nominations 
by early May, so start think 
now about who should 
receive the honor this year. 

Morton 

 

The 2009 American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act (ARRA) exempted 
most solar water heaters from the $2K 
limit on Investment Tax Credits (ITC) for 
energy improvements.  There also will 
be incentives for “Green Collar” jobs and 
R&D work. 

Production Tax Credits (PTC) is 
extended through 2012 for plants 
producing electricity from wind, 
geothermal, biomass, hydropower, 
landfill gas, waste-to-energy, and 
marine sources.  Developers may 
choose the 30% ITC previously limited 
to solar or grants in lieu of the PTC. 

2009 Stimulus Bill Extends Credits. 
�  

Grants available to state 
governments come with strings 
attached.  States will have to pass 
an energy code equivalent to the 
International Energy Conservation 
Code (IECC, very similar to 
ASHRAE Standard 90.1).  This 
provision will reduce future energy 
demands and reduce dependence 
on foreign oil. 

The ARRA would encourage more 
buildings like the grid-tied Jefferson 
County home above, designed for 
maximum energy efficiency. 

Other states address the 
energy crisis. 
Several states have implemented or 
strengthened renewable portfolio 
standards (RPS).  They offer a clean 
way to provide for future demand 
while they energize state economies 
through local energy production and 
grow local industries and jobs.  Look 
for more on RPS initiatives next 
month. 
     Connecticut, the richest and most 
densely populated state, derives 
50% of its electricity from nuclear, 
and only 1% from renewables.  It is 
also one of the most energy efficient 
states.  Washington State ranks 32nd 
of 50 for per-capita energy 
consumption, but it gets 71% of 
electricity from renewable sources.  
Minnesota has a unique net 
metering law which requires utilities 
to buy back excess power generated 
by homes, even if it exceed 
consumption. 
     Alabama is making progress, but 
we have a long way to go. 

Morton 
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     Our legislators were 
very busy drafting energy 
legislation in the 2008 
session, especially energy 
champions Representative 
Greg Wren and Senator 
Wendell Mitchell.  
Unfortunately, they all got 
mired down in the process 
and never passed.  
     Fortunately, our 
champions picked them up 
again and put them on the 
front burner for 2009.  
Gone are the $4 per gallon 
gas prices that got 
everyone’s energy 
attention last year.  Still 
present is the smoldering 
energy crisis that 
threatens our way of life 
and caused the high prices 
in the first place. 
     Nine energy bills have 
already passed the House 

The 2009 Alabama Legislature is addressing energy challenges. 

�

Wednesday, March 4 th, 11:00 AM 
25 x '25 Webinar Broadcast, “Reduced Carbon 
Economy with Ag and Forestry” on the Internet 
Ask Morton or Brent how to Join. 
 
Saturday, March 14 th, 10:00 AM, “Renewable 
Energy” presentation to  the National 
Association of Active and Retired Federal 
Employees, Senior Center on Drake Avenue, 
Huntsville 
 
Thursday, March 19 th, noon, ASA Board of 
Director’s meeting, all welcome, Southern Solar 
Systems in Huntsville. 
 
Thursday, April 16 th, noon, ASA Board of 
Director’s meeting, all welcome, Southern Solar 
Systems in Huntsville. 
 
Thursday, April 30 th, ASA Quarterly General 
Membership Meeting, Ryan's Steakhouse, 
South Memorial Parkway, "Kilowatt Ours,” 1 
PDH. 
 

Solar Happenings: 
Check them out in your area. 

“…a passion to improve 
and expand all 
renewable energy 
technologies.” 

and are in committees of 
the Senate.  Two more 
bills and five resolutions 
are still on the calendar. 
     The Energy Efficiency 
Incentives Bill (HB 188, SB 
288) would establish 
income tax credits for the 
installation of energy 
efficiency equipment of up 
to $500 for residences and 
$1,000 for commercial 
property.  The Energy 
Star-Sales Tax Holiday Bill 
(HB 193) would excuse 
state sales tax for energy 
star products the first 
weekend in August, the 
same time as annual back-
to-school sales tax 
holiday.  The Research 
and Development Bill (HB 
194, SB 260establishes 
the Alabama Public 
Interest Energy R&D 

Grants Program to provide 
funding for energy related 
studies. 
    The IECC Codes 
Resolution is an important 
issue not yet drafted as a 
bill.  This proposal closely 
follows ASHRAE Standard 
90.1 and requires that 
future construction would 
put less demand on our 
burgeoning energy 
appetite.  (Americans use 
20% of the world’s energy 
with only 5% of the world’s 
population.  Adoption of a 
realistic energy code and a 
practical plan to implement 
it are keys to Federal 
grants under the 2009 
American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act. 
     Let’s all encourage this 
important legislation. 
 

Morton 

May 11 th – 16th, American Solar Energy 
Society national convention, Buffalo, NY 
 
Friday, May 15 th, deadline for 
nomination of the 2009 Solar 
Professional of the Year. 
 
Thursday, June 11 th, HATS 2009 
Professional of the Year Dinner, von 
Braun Center 
 
Saturday, October 3 rd  
Alabama Solar Tour , Corner, Hoover, 
Huntsville, Royal, and the Gulf Coast 
 
Thursday, December 3 rd, the annual 
HATS Holiday Reception and the ASA 
Christmas Party at the Huntsville 
Botanical Gardens 
 
 
 

Pending 
legislation 
proposes a 
sales tax holiday 
on the purchase 
of EnergyStar® 
products.  It 
might be the 
same August 
weekend as the 
school tax 
event.  



 

Solarites              February, 2009         ��
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Sun Plans Inc.     251-341-0509 
Debra Rucker Coleman, Architect 
18250 Tanner Rd., Citronelle, AL 36522 
Interest08@sunplans.com 

Summerdale, Alabama 
(Mobile Area) 
251-981-8441 
Capture the Gulf sunshine! 
http://www.acmesolarworks.net/ 

Affordable Solar Hot Water and Power LLC 
Barton Craig McManus 
P.O. Box 375, Dothan, AL 36302 
334-828-1024 
e-mail:  asolarpro@gmail.com 
web:  http://www.asolarpro.com 

Reisz Engineers 
3322 Memorial Parkway S., Huntsville, AL 35807 

256-883-2531 
http://www.reiszengineers.com/ 

 

 
11807 South Memorial Parkway, Huntsville, AL 35803 
256-883-9848       http://www.southernsolarsys.com 
Southern Solar has what it takes to solve your energy needs 

Green Works               205-919-6231 
Stephen Guesman, Greenworks@juno.com 
 

�  New Home Designs & Reviews 
�  Home Energy Performance Clinics 
�  Passive and Active Solar Applications 

Gulf Coast Solar, Inc. , 251-751-8723 
Mark Friedline 
Gulf Coast Solar, Inc. 
Mobile, AL 
gulfcoastsolar@bellsouth.net 

 
 

  

Alabama Solar 
Association 
P.O. Box 143 
Huntsville, Alabama 35804 
www.al-solar.org 

Would you rather have your Sundial 
via electrons or printed on dead trees? 
 
ASA was established to promote the use of 
our Sun’s renewable energy to preserve our 
environment.  One important way to is to 
recycle things such as paper newsletters 
rather than throwing them away.  Actually, 
recycling is our third best choice.  Second best 
is to reuse.  Unfortunately, there’re not many 
ways to reuse paper printed on both sides.  
The very best choice, then, is to reduce, or to 
not use paper at all. 
 
Soon we will be putting The Sundial on our 
website (www.al-solar.org).  You can read 
everything online.  It will be prettier (paper 
versions are now not in color), it will be faster 
than waiting for the US Mail, and it will be 
much more environmentally friendly. 

 

 

 

TO: 


